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Problem statement 

Using the following data sets: 

• news from Common Crawl 

• the institutions we have in our database (with unique identifiers [e.g., 

BRIDGE IDs]) 

• the Geonames geographic gazetteer of place names 

 
…provide the following output: 

• Articles related to philanthropy (e.g., grantmaking, charitible giving, 

etc.);   

• Articles that relate to philanthropic institutions we have in our 

database 

• new philanthropic institutions that are not or might not be in our 

database 

• philanthropic activity occurring in a given country (like India), if any 

place in India is mentioned (using the Geonames hierarchy) 



Details 

Requirements / limitations 

http://geonames.org


Collaboration 

Foundation Center staff.   

We have data scientists, geographers, programmers, and data analysts 

available and happy to answer questions on a regular basis. 

 

 

Auto-classification.   

We have a machine learning auto-classifier that can be used to sort out 

which articles might be related to philanthropy.  

 

We also have some starter code for disambiguating non-profits and for 

disambiguating Geonames locations — but these aren’t very accurate 

nor precise. 


