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Context
The Business and Human Rights Resource Centre (BHRRC) has a global team of 65 who research stories and conduct analysis on both positive and negative impacts of specific corporate activity, as well as the broader developments of related global policy. Our website receives hundreds of thousands of visits per month, with a broad audience range, from investors and companies, to other civil society organisations, human rights defenders, governments and academia.
We are currently shaping a programme of work to better engage our investor audience. This is important because investors have the financial influence to advance human rights in business. They typically do this through their ESG (Environment, Social, Governance) agenda and commitments, in which they may invest, divest or engage with companies on specific strategies and issues.
The Challenge
We have over 100,000 stories each containing an abstract and a set of tags which relate the story to specific companies, sectors, and human rights issues. You can get a feel for the structure of the tags by looking at the filters on the search page.
Part A:  We require a reliable classification of these stories as (A) general human rights policy matters, versus (B) specific corporate activity. For our investor audience we need to reliably surface stories in class (B), and furthermore sub-class them into (B.1) positive activity, and (B.2) negative activity. Examples stories can be found here of A, B.1, and B.2.
Part B:  We would like to understand how our tags and content relate to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their targets. This is potentially important as and when the investment industry pivots to a more standardised taxonomy for ESG data. Note that not all SDGs relate to business human rights, but there is significant overlap.
Data
We will provide at least 5 years of data (tens of thousands of items) in one or many JSON or CSV files, containing abstracts and tags. We will also provide the full hierarchy of tags.
Content created since August 2020 has an (unpublished) attribute indicating whether the story contains an allegation of abuse, and hence should be in class B.2. We have no sense of how accurately this attribute is used.
Desired Project Deliverables
Part A
1. An output file with a record for each content item (with our unique identifiers), showing membership for each class (A, B.1, B.2), ideally with a confidence measure.
2. An assessment of the accuracy of the “contains allegation of abuse” attribute.
3. A business level explanation of the performance of the classifier, including the extent to which it relies on the natural language content of story abstracts, versus reliance on the tags.

Part B
4. Further attributes in the output file providing a mapping of content items to each of the 17 SDGs and their targets. This can be limited to class B items if necessary.
5. A business level explanation of how our tags and our content (by volume) relate to the SDGs and the targets that you determine to be relevant to the business human right domain. A heatmap style visualisation would be well-received, as would trend analysis over the last 5 years. 
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